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OAK BAY MARINA/SPEWHUNG (TURKEY HEAD)—A RARE OPPORTUNITY IS SLIPPING AWAY 

Right now, and for only the second time in 60 years, we have an extraordinary opportunity to determine 

the future of Oak Bay’s publicly owned marina buildings and the adjacent waters and lands now known 

as Turkey Head (site of the Oak Bay Marina on Beach Drive). 

We, the residents of Oak Bay, own the site which has been leased to a private operator for marina use 

since 1962. When the current lease expires December 31, our Council is proposing another private lease 

for the buildings, land and adjacent waters for the next 30 years.  

“Spewhung” as it is known to the Lekwungen people, is a spectacular site on the shore of the Salish Sea, 

within an historic federal Migratory Bird Sanctuary, with a rich, centuries-long history of Indigenous use 

and occupation, a remarkable marine environment, and stunning views of Mt. Baker. 

It’s a once-in-a-generation opportunity for Reconciliation in our community 
Let’s use this opportunity to explore the full potential and many possibilities of this magnificent site and 

create something that will meet our community’s needs and aspirations—an initiative that would be 

centred on a meaningful partnership with the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations around economic 

development and that could become Canada’s greenest marina and an environmental showpiece along 

the foreshore to the Bowker Creek estuary. 

What’s been happening to determine the future of Spewhung? 
We don’t really know. Negotiations and decision-making are happening behind closed doors. Despite 

repeated requests, the only opportunity for community comment was offered in February 2021—two 

narrow “I like/don’t like” questions on proposals from two private operators. And nothing to identify 

community aspirations, needs or vision. The Songhees and Esquimalt Nations were not consulted. 

We need to live up to our Truth and Reconciliation responsibilities 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada called on municipal governments to adopt and 

implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Call to Action #43). That 

would require Oak Bay to work with the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations on this site. 

A new opportunity may be emerging 
After much work by community members and organizations, Council is now looking at the possibility of 

funding a consultation process in 2022 to “seek community input into the design of community 

amenities at Turkey Head (Spewhung).” That’s a start, but the focus is too narrow and it will be too late 

to address the full long-term potential for this site. 

What you can do 
Ask Council to create meaningful opportunities for both the community and the Songhees and Esquimalt 
Nations to shape the future of this one-of-a-kind site: 

• WRITE Oak Bay Council at obcouncil@oakbay.ca Ask them to pause or restart the current 
process and offer meaningful consultation. Council can extend the current lease to create 
the time needed.  

• SEND a letter to the Oak Bay News editor@oakbaynews.com. 
• POST a comment in social media channels. 
• TALK to your friends, colleagues and neighbours. 
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